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U. S. DEPMB'EIIT OF L..'\BOR 
:• , TiaGS A1:JD HOUR DIVISION 
.•..:..•,' Washington 

, PLACER GOLD MINING SEASON.AI; il'XSTTION MADE FIFAL 

The seasonal exemption from t h t naxiiiium hours p rov i s ions of the 

F a i r Labor Standards Act of the open-cut mining of p l ace r gold in Alaska 

and in t h e S t a t e s of Idaho., J''ontana, Nevada, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, 

Washinrton and Wyom.ing wa? made f ' inal today by the Wage and Hour D i v i s i o n , 

U. S. r..epartm.ent of Labor. The a p p l i c a t i o n for the exemption was f i r s t made 

by t h e Arc t i c C i r c l e Explora t ion Companj'' and o the r p l a c e r gold o p e r a t o r s 

some months ago and was the sub jec t of a pub l i c hea r ing June 19 and 20 in 

ViTashington. ..; ,. ',' . . . 

Announcement of the i r i t . 'n t ion tx) g ran t tho exomption was made i n 

November a t which time oppor tun i ty v/as f.:ivon to f i l e ob j ec t i ons during a 

15-day p e r i o d . None ha-ving be.;.n mado, t o d a y ' s a c t i o n (Federa l Reg i s t e r 

January 3 , 1940) mak.-:js t he exemption . f inal . 

Under th« exemption g ran ted , fold ple.ccr mining opera to r s in the 

a rea covered aro pe rmi t t ed to work th.3ir employees 12 hours a cay or 56 hours 

a week for no t more than 14 v/orl","/eeks in the ag(^:regate i n any ca lendar year 

v/i thout the n e c e s s i t y of paying them time f;nd one-ha l f for over t imo. The 

exemption does not a f f ec t t h e wage requirem.ont t h a t a t l e a s t 30 cents an hour 

be p a i d , ' . '•''" '. 

The exemption covers the mining, of p lacor gold from surface or 

o p e n - c u t s , which inc ludes the e x t r a c t i o n of such gold from p i t , bank or marine 

depos i t s by hand or powor methods, but does no t em.brace any underground opera

t i o n s , Approximat'- ly 50 per cent of tho plac'3r gold product ion in the 

c o n t i n e n t a l United S t a t e s , t e r r i t o r i e s and possess ions i s produced in t h e area 

covered by the exemption, . < / / • » / / (2882) 
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